
      
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE      19 NOVEMBER 2018 
 
Case No: 18/01574/S73  
 
Proposal:  APPLICATION FOR THE VARIATION OF CONDITIONS 9 

(AEROTOWS), 10 (USE OF AIRSTRIP), 11 (SELF-
LAUNCHING SAILPLANES), 12 (HOURS OF 
OPERATION), & 13 (AEROTOWING EQUIPMENT) FOR 
APPLICATION 9000467FUL FOR CHANGE OF USE OF 
LAND AND BUILDINGS FOR GLIDING CLUB AND 
ANCILLARY PURPOSES 

 
Location:  CAMBRIDGE GLIDING CLUB LTD, GRANSDEN LODGE 

AIRFIELD, LONGSTOWE ROAD, LITTLE GRANSDEN 
 
Applicant:  CAMBRIDGE GLIDING CLUB 
 
Grid Ref: 529203  255931 
 
Date of Registration:   23.07.2018 
 
Parish:   GREAT GRANSDEN 
 

RECOMMENDATION – APPROVE 
 
This application is reported to the Development Management Committee 
(DMC) as Great Gransden Parish Council object to the proposed 
variations and the application site crosses Local Planning Authority 
boundaries with South Cambridgeshire District Council. 
 
1. DESCRIPTION OF SITE AND APPLICATION 

 
1.1 The application site is that of Gransden Lodge Airfield which has 

accommodated Cambridge Gliding Club since 1991. It is a 100 acre 
grass airfield with 3 runways and associated buildings and storage 
facilities. 

 
1.2 The access to the site is from the B1046 between Little Gransden and 

Longstowe. 
 

1.3 The site falls within two Local Planning Authority areas, 
Huntingdonshire District Council and South Cambridgeshire District 
Council with the boundary splitting the site almost equally north and 
south. The part of the site within Huntingdonshire District Council is 
within the parish of Great Gransden. Two parallel planning applications 
are being considered within each Local Planning Authority. South 
Cambridgeshire District Council Planning Committee is considering the 
parallel application (S/2866/18/VC) at its meeting on 14 November 
2018. Members will be provided with an update on the outcome of this 
meeting within the Late Representations report.   
 

1.4 Consultation was undertaken with a wider field of Parish Council’s due 
to the large area of the site and the cross boundary nature of the 
application.  
 



1.5 This application is for the variation of planning conditions imposed on 
the original planning permission reference 90/0467/FUL. These relate 
to the number of aerotows per day (Condition 9), only gliding club use 
a the site (Condition 10), inclusion of self-launching sailplanes 
(Condition 11), hours of use of aerotow, motor glider or self-launching 
sailplanes (Condition 12) and aerotowing equipment.  The existing and 
proposed wording (of the relevant conditions mentioned above) is set 
out in full in the main section of the report.  

 
1.6 The application is accompanied by a supporting statement from the 

Gliding Club with noise monitoring data and a comparison of noise 
certification for towplanes and modern types of self-launching 
sailplanes.   
 

1.7 For clarification aerotow is the term used for when a glider is towed 
behind an aeroplane. Self-launching sailplanes are a type of glider with 
an engine that can be used for self-launching.   

 
2. NATIONAL GUIDANCE 

 
2.1 Government guidance on applications made on sites that cross local 

planning authority boundaries states that identical applications must 
be submitted to each Local Planning Authority,  

 
2.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (24th July 2018) (NPPF 

2018) sets out the three economic, social and environmental 
objectives of the planning system to contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development. The NPPF confirms that 'So sustainable 
development is pursued in a positive way, at the heart of the 
Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable development. 
The NPPF sets out the Government's planning policies for:  
* delivering a sufficient supply of homes;  
* achieving well-designed places;  
* conserving and enhancing the natural environment;  
* conserving and enhancing the historic environment. 

 
2.3 The NPPF 2018 has now been published and replaces the NPPF 

2012.  Transitional arrangements are in place for authorities who 
have submitted Local Plans prior to the 29 January 2019.  To ensure 
consistency, the 2012 framework policies will continue to be relevant 
for the purposes of examining those plans and for determining the 
weight to be given to policies in the emerging plan. For clarity HDC 
submitted their Local Plan on 29 March 2018.  The NPPF 2018 
should however still be taken into account in dealing with 
applications. 

 
2.4 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2012) sets out the 

three dimensions to sustainable development - an economic role, a 
social role and an environmental role - and outlines the presumption 
in favour of sustainable development. Under the heading of Delivering 
Sustainable Development, the Framework sets out the Government's 
planning policies for:  
* promoting sustainable transport;  
* delivering a wide choice of high quality homes;  
* requiring good design;  
* conserving and enhancing the natural environment;  
* conserving and enhancing the historic environment. 



 
2.5 Planning Practice Guidance is also relevant. 
 
 For full details visit the government website:  

https://www.gov.uk   
 
2.6 Local policies are viewable at https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk  

 
3. PLANNING POLICIES 

 
3.1 Saved policies from the Huntingdonshire Local Plan (1995): 

 
• H30: Residential amenity protection 
• R1: Promotion and monitoring of recreation and leisure 
• R2:  Assessment criteria for new recreation facilities 

 
3.2 Saved policies from the Huntingdonshire Local Plan Alterations (2002): 

 
• No relevant policies 

 
3.3 Adopted Huntingdonshire Local Development Framework Core 

Strategy (2009): 
 

• CS1: “Sustainable development in Huntingdonshire” 
 

3.4 Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036: Proposed Submission 2017 (as 
amended March 2018 for submission) 
 

• LP2:  Strategy for Development 
• LP11: The Countryside 
• LP15: Amenity 
• LP24: Tourism and Recreation 

 
3.5 Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Development 

Plan Core Strategy (2011) 
 

• No relevant policies 
 
3.6 Supplementary Planning Guidance / Other relevant documents: 

 
• Noise Policy Statement for England (2010) 

 
Local policies are viewable at 
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk 
 
Policy Weighting:  
 

3.7 Paragraph 213 of the NPPF 2018 advises that due weight should be 
given to Development Plan policies which pre-date the NPPF 
according to their degree of consistency with the Framework. 

 
3.8 Paragraph 48 of the NPPF (2018) advises that Local Planning 

Authorities may give weight to relevant policies in emerging plans 
according to:   
a) the stage of preparation of the emerging plan (the more advanced 
its preparation, the greater the weight that may be given);   

https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/


b) the extent to which there are unresolved objections to relevant 
policies (the less significant the unresolved objections, the greater the 
weight that may be given); and   
c) the degree of consistency of the relevant policies in the emerging 
plan to this Framework (the closer the policies in the emerging plan to 
the policies in the Framework, the greater the weight that may be 
given).  
  

3.9 The LPA considers the Local Plan to 2036 to be a sound plan and it 
was submitted for examination on the 29th March 2018. Footnote 22 
of NPPF 2018 states during the transitional period for emerging plans 
submitted for examination (set out in paragraph 214 of NPPF 2018), 
consistency should be tested against the previous Framework 
published in March 2012. The plan has therefore reached an 
advanced stage and is consistent with the policies set out within the 
NPPF 2012.   

 
Weight of Development Plan Policies & NPPF Consistency:  
 
3.10 The fact that the Development Plan policies are old is in itself 

irrelevant as they remain saved policies and the statutory starting 
point and under S.38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act (PCPA) 2004.  

 
3.11 As a material consideration carrying significant weight, the NPPF 

advises at paragraph 213 that due weight should be given to relevant 
Development Plan policies according to their degree of consistency 
with the NPPF so the closer the policies are to the NPPF, the more 
weight they may be given. 

 
4. PLANNING HISTORY 

 
Original planning permission for the Gliding Club’s use of the 
site: 
 

4.1 9000467FUL – Change of use of land and buildings for gliding club & 
ancillary purposes – conditional approval 18/06/1990 (copy of decision 
notice attached) 
 

4.2 96/00872/FUL – Variation of conditions 9 and 11 on permission 
90/0467 – conditional approval 13/03/1997  
This permission included conditions stating: 
-  there shall be no more than 40 power assisted glider flights per 

day of which not more than 10 shall be undertaken by motorised 
glider,  

- At no time shall light aircraft or self-launching sailplanes be used. 
Only motorised gliders having a fixed wing with a maximum power 
of 184 kw, 250bhp, and a fully laden weight not exceeding 1,200kg 
shall be permitted to operate from the airfield.  

- Submission and approval of an Airfield Management Plan 
 
Previous withdrawn application to vary conditions: 
 

4.3 18/00548/S73 – Amendment to application 9000467FUL for the 
removal of C9 and the variation of C11, C12 and C13 – withdrawn to 
allow for re-submission to consider the feedback and objections 
received.  



 
Other planning history: 
 

4.4 There is an extensive amount of planning history for ancillary and 
minor applications including for small buildings, caravan stationing and 
storage, portable buildings and sewage treatment works on our 
planning records however these are not of particular relevance to the 
assessment or consideration of this application.  

 
 Parallel South Cambridgeshire District Council application: 
  
4.5 S/2866/18/VC – Variation of Condition 4 (Aerotows), 5 (Flying 

Activities), 6 (Self-launching sailplanes), 7 (Hours of Operation) and 8 
(Aerotowing Equipment) of Planning Consent S/0607/90/F for Use as 
Gliding Club and ancillary purposes 

 
5. CONSULTATIONS 
 

Comments received:  
 
5.1 Great Gransden Parish Council – OBJECTION (see attached), 

comments made regarding the routing of self-launching sailplanes and 
states that the proposed change in hours is excessive (COPY 
ATTACHED) 

 
5.2 Abbotsley Parish Council – no observations 

 
5.3 Caxton Parish Council – no response received. 

 
5.4 Gamlingay Parish Council – recommend approval – no concerns 

expressed 
 

5.5 Hatley Parish Council – OBJECTION as the variation of the 
conditions would be detrimental to the rural and residential amenity of 
the many rural parishes that surround the site (full comments can be 
viewed on Public Access) 
 

5.6 Longstowe Parish Council – OBJECTION to all four conditions (full 
comments can be viewed on Public Access) 
 

5.7 Waresley-cum-Tetworth Parish Council – OBJECTION to Conditions 
9 and 13 

 
5.8 Cambridgeshire County Council Local Highways Authority (CCC 

Highways) –  
 
 Highway Development Management – No comments. 
 
5.9 HDC Environmental Health –  

 
Noise – NO OBJECTION – no reason to object to the proposed 
variations.  

 
5.10 British Gliding Association – fully supports the application which 

enables Cambridge Gliding Club to better utilise the potential for the 
site. 

 



5.11 Cambridge International Airport – NO OBJECTION – does not 
conflict with aerodrome safeguarding criteria 

 
6. REPRESENTATIONS 

 
6.1 Twenty representations have been received (by 22/10/2018) from 

contributors from eleven different properties in Great Gransden, Little 
Gransden and one from London. 

 
6.2 The following comments / issues were raised through the 

representations received, the number in brackets shows the number of 
times the respective / similar comments were made: -  

 
- Noise and disturbance objections (15) 
- Quality of life – peace and tranquility (10) 
- Original planning conditions should remain to protect residents (10) 
- Cumulative impact with Fullers Hill airstrip and others (7) 
- 50% increase in aerotows is significant (6) 
- Detrimental to rural area /  out of character (4) 
- Extending time and numbers may cause more accidents (3) 
- Club does not have a good safety record (3) 
- Noise test concerns (3) 
- Air pollution (3)  
- No upper limit proposed (2) 
- Significant hazard to residents through accidents (2) 
- Loss of privacy (2) 
- Club does not have a good relationship with local residents (2) 
- Club users – majority not local (2) 
- Gliding is a leisure activity and not essential (1) 
- Expansion of existing activities at the site (1) 
- Almost all the Parish Council’s reject the variations (1) 
- Self-propelled sailplanes are noisy and disruptive (1) 
- Complaints have been previously made to the club (1) 
- Considerable disturbance could be of a level to cause ill health (1) 
- Are 14 exception days really required? (1) 
- Could a limit be put on launches in the extended hours? (1) 
- Club does not currently abide by the guidelines (1) 
- Local community or economy does not benefit from the club (1) 

 
7. ASSESSMENT AND CONSIDERATIONS 

 
7.1 As set out in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (Section 

38(6)) planning applications should be determined in accordance with 
the Development Plan unless material considerations indicate 
otherwise. This is reiterated within paragraphs 2, 11, 196 and 210 of 
the NPPF. Under section 70(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 
1990 in dealing with planning applications the Local Planning Authority 
shall have regard to the provisions of the development plan, so far as 
material to the application, and to any other material considerations. 
The development plan is defined in Section 28(3)(b) of the 2004 Act as 
“the development plan documents (taken as a whole) that have been 
adopted or approved in that area”. 

 
7.2 In Huntingdonshire the development plan consists of: 
 

• Saved policies from the Huntingdonshire Local Plan 
1995 (Parts 1 and 2) 



• Saved policies from the Huntingdonshire Local Plan 
Alteration 2002 

• Adopted Huntingdonshire Local Development 
Framework Core Strategy (2009) 

• Huntingdonshire West Area Action Plan 2011 
• Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Minerals and Waste 

Development Plan Core Strategy 2011 
• St Neots Neighbourhood Plan 
• Godmanchester Neighbourhood Plan 
• Houghton and Wyton Neighbourhood Plan 

 
7.3 The statutory term ‘material considerations’ has been broadly 

construed to include any consideration relevant in the circumstances 
which bears on the use or development of land; Cala Homes (South) 
Ltd v Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government & 
Anor [2011] EWHC 97 (Admin); [2011] 1 P. & C.R. 22, per Lindblom J. 
Whilst accepting that the NPPF does not change the statutory status of 
the Development Plan, paragraph 2 confirms that it is a material 
consideration and significant weight is given to it in determining 
applications.  
 

7.4 The main issues to consider in assessing this application are whether 
there is any conflict with Development Plan policies. If there is any 
conflict, whether the application can be considered to be in accordance 
with the Development Plan when taken as a whole. If the application is 
not in accordance with the Development Plan, whether there are any 
material considerations, including the NPPF, which indicate that 
planning permission should be granted. 
 

7.5 The Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) notes that there are instances 
where new issues may arise after planning permission has been 
granted, which require modification of the approved proposals. It 
advises where these modifications are fundamental or substantial, a 
new planning application under section 70 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 will need to be submitted.  

 
7.6 The Local Planning Authority can only either grant planning 

permissions subject to conditions differing from those to which the 
previous permission was granted or that it should be granted 
unconditionally, or if they decide that planning permission should be 
granted subject to the same conditions as those in the previous 
permission, the application should be refused. Paragraph 55 of the 
NPPF (2018) requires conditions to be necessary, relevant to planning 
and to the development, enforceable, precise and reasonable in all 
other respects. Any consideration to vary conditions needs to also 
consider that the conditions also comply with these tests.  

 
7.7 The main issue to consider in assessing this current application to vary 

the specified conditions is that of noise and disturbance to local 
residents.  
 

7.8 The NPPF (2018) within section 15, paragraph 170 e) specifically 
refers to preventing existing development from being put at 
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable 
levels of noise pollution (amongst other listed impacts). Paragraph 180 
a) also refers to taking into account the likely effects (including 
cumulative effects) of pollution on health, living conditions and states 



that decisions should mitigate and reduce to a minimum potential 
adverse impacts resulting from noise from new development.  
 

7.9 The Planning Practice Guidance states that Local Planning Authorities 
should consider noise in conjunction with the economic, social and 
other environmental dimensions of proposed development. They 
should take account of the acoustic environment and in doing so 
consider: 
 
• whether or not a significant adverse effect is occurring or likely to 

occur; 

• whether or not an adverse effect is occurring or likely to occur; and 

• whether or not a good standard of amenity can be achieved. 
 
This would include identifying whether the overall effect of the noise 
exposure would be above or below the significant observed adverse 
effect level which is the level of noise exposure above which significant 
adverse effects on health and quality of life occur.  
 

7.10 The ambient sound level in the area is around 45dB(A).The majority of 
guidance relating to aircraft noise relates to preventing sleep 
disturbance as this is where the most significant health effects would 
occur.  

 
7.11 This report sets out in turn each condition under 9000467FUL applied 

to be varied through this application with the associated assessment 
under each one.  
 

 CONDITION 9 – limit on number of aerotows 
 
7.12 The condition was originally worded on 9000467FUL as follows: - 

 
There shall be no more than 40 aerotows per day unless otherwise 
agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority.  
 
Reason: In the interests of the residential and rural amenities of the 
locality. 
 

7.13 Through CGC’s operation of the site since the original planning 
permission was granted in 1990, both HDC (and SCDC) has been 
advised that they were notified in writing of any event which would 
breach this condition. All local Parish Councils were also notified 
through their Consultative Council meetings and minutes. Through the 
joint pre-application discussions with CGC and the two Council’s it was 
apparent that neither Council were aware of this written notice and no 
acknowledgement or agreement had been provided to the knowledge 
of the officers involved.  

 
7.14 CGC have taken into account the comments made on the withdrawn 

application and through liaison with the Council’s the proposed varied 
wording for Condition 9 is: -  

 
 There shall be no more than 60 aerotows and self-launching sailplane 

launches a day from the application site. This limit may be exceeded 
on no more than 14 days between 1 April and 30 September each year 



to accommodate competitions or other exceptional circumstances. 
Cambridge Gliding Centre, the operating entity of Cambridge Gliding 
Club Ltd, will electronically notify the Planning Departments of 
Huntingdonshire District Council and South Cambridgeshire District 
Council no later 30 days before any proposed event which may exceed 
the total of 60 aerotows and self-launching sailplanes a day and shall 
also electronically notify the Parish clerk of the Parishes which are 
members of the Cambridge Gliding Club Ltd Consultative Council for 
reference by 30 April advising them of any predictable major 
competitions, or other such events, for the forthcoming season. 

 
7.15 A high level of the representations received relate to the increased 

noise and disturbance caused with a 50% increase in aerotows. 
Concern was also raised regarding the 14 days stated where the limit 
may be exceeded.   
 

7.16 Great Gransden Parish Council recommend approval of this variation 
as the proposed number includes aerotows and self-launching 
sailplanes and can be verified by the logs.  
 

7.17 Environmental Health officers advise that at a rate of 60 aerotows per 
day this would equate to one every 10 minutes on average. The aircraft 
noise lasts for approximately 1 minute with a peak noise of a few 
seconds. The take-off frequency during busy periods is unlikely to 
increase due to practical reasons.  
 

7.18 It is considered that the sound level of the aerotow at 60dBA for a few 
seconds would not have a significant impact on the hourly average and 
would not result in exceedance of the suggested limits.  
 

7.19 It is considered that the wording of the condition including notification to 
the Parish Councils appears to be excessive in terms of the ‘tests’ and 
this part is not considered “necessary” in accordance with paragraph 
55 of the NPPF.  

 
7.20 As such, it is recommended that the wording is amended to read: - 
 

There shall be no more than 60 aerotows and self-launching sailplane 
launches a day from the application site. This limit may be exceeded 
on no more than 14 days between 1 April and 30 September each year 
to accommodate competitions or other exceptional circumstances. 
Cambridge Gliding Centre, the operating entity of Cambridge Gliding 
Club Ltd, will electronically notify the Planning Departments of 
Huntingdonshire District Council and South Cambridgeshire District 
Council no later than 30 days before any proposed event which may 
exceed the total of 60 aerotows and self-launching sailplanes a day.  

 
7.21 Subject to the above wording amendment, the proposed variation of 

Condition 9 is not considered to have an adverse effect on residential 
amenity that would be sufficient to warrant a refusal of the application. 
The variation of this condition is considered to comply with policy H30 
of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan (1995) and policy LP15 of the 
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036: Proposed Submission 2017 (as 
amended March 2018 for submission). 

 
  CONDITION 10 – use of airstrip 
 



7.22 The condition was originally worded on 9000467FUL as follows: 
 

The airstrip shall only be used for gliding club purposes and at no time 
shall there be other flying activities on the site. 

  
Reason: To enable the LPA to retain control of the development to 
which this permission relates. 
 

7.23 Whilst the description of the application refers to Condition 10, for 
clarification there is no variation proposed to this condition. The 
proposal is therefore considered to comply with policy H30 of the 
Huntingdonshire Local Plan (1995) and policy LP15 of the 
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036: Proposed Submission 2017 (as 
amended March 2018 for submission). 
 
CONDITION 11 – self-launching sailplanes 

 
7.24 The condition was originally worded on 9000467FUL as follows: 

 
At no time shall self-launching sailplanes be used at the site.  
 
Reason: To enable the LPA to retain control of the development to 
which this permission relates.  
 

7.25 The proposed varied wording for Condition 11 is: -  
 
Only self-launching sailplanes with a noise measurement of a 
maximum 68dB(A) when measures to ICAO Annex 16 Chapter 10 be 
permitted to self-launch from the application site.  
 
Reason: To enable the LPA to retain control of the development to 
which this permission relates.  
 

7.26 The applicant reports that significant technical progress has been 
made over the last 25 years in reducing the environmental impact of 
self-launching sailplanes. The maximum permitted certified noise level 
proposed is 7 dB(A) less than that proposed for towplanes which would 
be the substitute launch method and the noise duration is significantly 
less than that of an aerotow. Recent development in electric powered 
self-launching sailplanes are delivering dramatic reductions in 
measured noise.  

 
7.27 The Council’s Environmental Health team advise that they have no 

reason to object to this variation. Self-launching sailplanes are included 
within the total amount of activity controlled by Condition 9 above.  

 
7.28 Great Gransden Parish Council commented that they approve the 

variation of this condition subject to it being a condition that it is 
mandatory for pilots of self-launching sailplanes to follow the same tow 
out route guidance as that used by aerotows rather than just being 
briefed. The NPPF (2018) within paragraph 55 states that planning 
conditions should only be imposed where they are necessary, relevant 
to planning and to the development to be permitted, enforceable, 
precise and reasonable in all other respects. It is not considered that 
such a condition securing the tow out route guidance would meet these 
tests and would not have an adverse effect on residential amenity.  

 



7.29 The proposed variation of Condition 11 is not considered to have an 
adverse effect on residential amenity that would be sufficient to warrant 
a refusal of the application. The variation of this condition is considered 
to comply with policy H30 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan (1995) 
and policy LP15 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036: Proposed 
Submission 2017 (as amended March 2018 for submission). 
 
CONDITION 12 – hours of operation 
 

7.30 The condition was originally worded on 9000467FUL as follows: 
 
There shall be no aerotowing from the site after 1800 hours or before 
0900 hours daily. All launching outside these hours shall be by winch.  
 
Reason: To enable the LPA to retain control of the development to 
which this permission relates and in the interests of the residential and 
rural amenities of the locality.  
 

7.31 The proposed varied wording for Condition 12 is: -  
 
There shall be no launching by Aerotow or Self-launching Sailplanes 
before 08:00 hours or after 19:00 hours daily from the application site.  

 
7.32 The applicant has amended their original request to continue the 

evening hours to 19:00 rather than 21:30 in view of the concerns raised 
through the representations received and the advice of the 
Environmental Health officers from both Huntingdonshire and South 
Cambridgeshire District Council.  
 

7.33 The representations received raise concerns over extending the hours 
from the current activity that takes place and Great Gransden Parish 
Council also consider the proposed change in hours as excessive 
stating that the current number of hours is sufficient.  
 

7.34 The Council’s Environmental Health Team comment that as this 
proposal is for an operation during the daytime only (as identified in the 
World Health Organisation standards) and due to the number of 
launches requested there is not an unreasonable increase of launches 
for an existing airfield.   
 

7.35 The proposed variation of Condition 12 is not considered to have an 
adverse effect on residential amenity that would be sufficient to warrant 
a refusal of the application. The variation of this condition is considered 
to comply with policy H30 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan (1995) 
and policy LP15 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036: Proposed 
Submission 2017 (as amended March 2018 for submission). 

 
CONDITION 13 – Aerotowing equipment details 

 
7.36 The condition was originally worded on 9000467FUL as follows: 

 
All aircraft to be used for aerotowing shall be fitted with silencer kits 
and four blade propellors or such other equipment as may be agreed in 
writing with the Local Planning Authority 

 
7.37 The proposed varied wording for Condition 13 is: -  

 



All aircraft to be used for aerotowing, shall not exceed a maximum of 
70 dB(A) when measured to ICAO Annex 16 Chapter 6, or 75dB(A) 
when measured to Chapter 10 unless otherwise agreed in writing by 
the Local Planning Authority.  

 
7.38 The International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) is the governing 

body for aviation regulation. It works to reach consensus on 
international civil aviation Standards and Recommended Practices 
amongst other things. It is agreed by both Council’s Environmental 
Health teams that the use of these specific chapters meets the 
condition tests. The proposed wording is a tighter definition and 
standard than that originally set and provides flexibility to 
accommodate emerging technologies for the further mitigation of 
environmental impact as these are development.  
 

7.39 Great Gransden Parish Council support this amended wording as it is 
thought to be a sensible way of measuring noise based on decibel 
limitation rather than on horse power of the machine.  
 

7.40 Environmental Health officers have no objection to this proposal.  
 

7.41 The proposed variation of Condition 13 is not considered to have an 
adverse effect on residential amenity that would be sufficient to warrant 
a refusal of the application. The variation of this condition is considered 
to comply with policy H30 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan (1995) 
and policy LP15 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036: Proposed 
Submission 2017 (as amended March 2018 for submission). 

 
Response to representations 

 
7.42 The majority of issues raised within the representations received on the 

planning application have been addressed within this report.  
 
7.43 Some concerns were raised within the representations received 

regarding the locations of the sound measurements. Pre-application 
advice was provided by both Huntingdonshire District Council and 
South Cambridgeshire District Council. Officers from Environmental 
Health teams suggested the chosen sites as appropriate for noise 
measurements to assess the level of noise and impact on residential 
amenity of nearby residential properties. The locations used for the 
sound measurement recordings were as close as possible to the three 
areas where towing out would occur. Environmental Health officers 
have confirmed that the detail within the submitted acoustic report is 
acceptable.  

 
7.44 The increase in risk and hazards through accidents is not a material 

planning consideration that can be given significant weight in assessing 
this application. There is other legislation in place covering health and 
safety issues. The officer opinion is that the proposed variations to the 
conditions will not have a significant impact on health and safety of 
local residents.  

 
7.45 Comments have been received within the representations that the 

original planning conditions should remain and that these have not 
been adhered to. No complaints have been previously received by the 
Environmental Health Department or the Planning Department in 



recent years. Conditions can be enforced through investigation and 
formal action if required to ensure that these are complied with.  

 
Other Issues 

 
7.46 Human Rights Issues – this application would raise no known Human 

Rights issues.  
 
7.47 Equality Act 2010 – this application would raise no known issues under 

the Equality Act.  
 
7.48 In accordance with the PPG (Paragraph: 031 Reference ID: 21a-031-

20140306), all conditions imposed will be repeated; however, 
conditions that have already been discharged will refer to the details 
already agreed. The remaining original conditions imposed on planning 
permission 900467FUL are not considered to meet the tests set out in 
paragraph 55 of the NPPF and therefore are not recommended to be 
repeated.  
 

7.49 The provision of Section 73(5) of the Town & Country Planning Act 
1990 requires that no grant of permission shall extend the time in which 
development may be commenced although in this instance the 
development has commenced and the permission implemented, 
therefore no time condition is necessary.  

 
Conclusion: 
 

7.50 Consideration must be given as part of the assessment of this 
application to the combined impact of the amendments to the 
conditions. Collectively, the variation to the conditions do not cause a 
significant increase in noise or disturbance to residential properties.  
 

7.51 For the reasons outlined above, the proposed variation of the wording 
of the conditions the subject of this application is considered to be 
acceptable. As such, Officers recommend delegated approval for the 
application to vary these conditions as the resultant activity will not 
create a significant adverse amenity issue through noise and 
disturbance.  

 
8 RECOMMENDATION – RESOLUTION TO HEAD OF 

DEVELOPMENT TO APPROVE subject to resolution to approve the 
parallel planning application by South Cambridgeshire District Council  
to allow both applications to be determined on the same day. The 
approval is subject to the conditions set out in full below: 
 
1) There shall be no more than 60 aerotows and self-launching 

sailplane launches a day from the application site. This limit may 
be exceeded on no more than 14 days between 1 April and 30 
September each year to accommodate competitions or other 
exceptional circumstances. Cambridge Gliding Centre, the 
operating entity of Cambridge Gliding Club Ltd, will electronically 
notify the Planning Departments of Huntingdonshire District 
Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council no later than 
30 days before any proposed event which may exceed the total of 
60 aerotows and self-launching sailplanes a day.  

 



 Reason: In the interests of minimising noise disturbance to protect 
the residential amenity for adjoining residents.  

 
2) The airstrip shall only be used for gliding club purposes and at no 

time shall there be other flying activities on the site. 
 
 Reason: In the interests of minimising noise disturbance to protect 

the residential amenity for adjoining residents. 
 
3) There shall be no launching by Aerotow or Self-launching 

Sailplanes before 08:00 hours or after 19:00 hours daily from the 
application site.  

 
 Reason: In the interests of minimising noise disturbance to protect 

the residential amenity for adjoining residents. 
 
4) All aircraft to be used for aerotowing, shall not exceed a maximum 

of 70 dB(A) when measured to ICAO Annex 16 Chapter 6, or 
75dB(A) when measured to Chapter 10 unless otherwise agreed in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority.  

 
 Reason: In the interests of minimising noise disturbance to protect 

the residential amenity for adjoining residents. 
 

 
If you would like a translation of this document, a large text version or an audio 
version, please contact us on 01480 388388 and we will try to accommodate 
your needs. 
 
CONTACT OFFICER: 
Enquiries about this report to Louise Newcombe Development Management 
Team Leader 01480 388490 
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